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4RYING฀ TO฀ FIND฀ A฀ SHADY฀ PARKING฀ SPOT฀ TO฀ ENSURE฀ MY฀ FOUR฀ 'ERMAN฀

3HEPHERDS�฀COMFORT฀WHILE฀ LUNCHING฀AT฀3ISSY�S฀RESTAURANT฀WITH฀FELLOW฀

WINEMAKERS�฀)฀ENCOUNTERED฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀BEAUTIFUL฀MURALS฀THAT฀ADORN฀MANY฀

BUILDINGS฀HERE฀IN฀,OMPOC�฀)฀NOTICED฀THE฀QUOTE฀REGARDING฀-RS�฀*�฀"�฀0IERCE฀

AND฀THE฀VIGILANTE฀WOMEN฀WHO�฀LIKE฀MOST฀WOMEN฀OF฀THE฀TIME�฀OBJECTED฀

TO฀THEIR฀HUSBANDS�฀AND฀THE฀COMMUNITY�S฀CONSUMPTION฀OF฀ALCOHOL�฀4HEY฀

HAD฀APPARENTLY฀hSTRUNG฀A฀ ROPE฀AROUND฀A฀BUILDING�฀YANKED฀ IT฀OFF฀ ITS฀

FOUNDATION฀AND฀PULLED฀IT฀FOR฀A฀BLOCK�฀BOOZE฀SPILLING฀OUT฀AS฀IT฀WENT�v฀
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!T฀FIRST฀)฀QUESTIONED฀HOW฀MANY฀WOMEN฀

IT฀WOULD฀TAKE฀TO฀PERFORM฀THIS฀MIGHTY฀FEAT�฀

THEN฀ )฀ WONDERED฀ IF฀ THEY฀ WERE฀ STRONGER฀

THAN฀MODERN฀DAY฀WOMEN�฀,OGICALLY�฀)฀ALSO฀

QUESTIONED฀THE฀SIZE฀OF฀THE฀BUILDING฀AND฀THE฀

LACK฀OF฀STRINGENT฀BUILDING฀CODES฀OF฀THE฀DAY�฀

-ORE฀ HUMOROUSLY�฀ )฀ WONDERED฀ WHETHER฀

THEY฀ DRAGGED฀ THAT฀ OLE�฀ HOUSE฀ ANYWHERE฀

NEAR฀ WHAT฀ IS฀ NOW฀ )NDUSTRIAL฀ 7AY฀ AND฀ )฀

CHUCKLED฀AT฀ THE฀ THOUGHT฀ THAT฀ THE฀ SPILLED฀

BOOZE฀MAY฀HAVE฀LAID฀THE฀FOUNDATION฀FOR฀A฀

BURGEONING฀COMMUNITY฀OF฀WINERIES฀HERE฀IN฀

THE฀,OMPOC฀6ALLEY�฀

,OMPOC�฀ ONCE฀ A฀ TEMPERANCE฀ COLONY�฀ IS฀

NOW฀HOME฀TO฀NUMEROUS฀WINERIES฀PRODUCING฀

ARGUABLY฀ SOME฀ OF฀ THE฀ BEST฀ WINES฀ IN฀ THE฀

COUNTRY�฀AND฀THEREIN฀LIES฀THE฀IRONY�฀4HE฀FACT฀

THAT฀WOMEN฀ INITIATED฀ THIS฀VERY฀ RADICAL฀ACT฀

TO฀ELIMINATE฀ALCOHOL฀FROM฀THEIR฀COMMUNITY฀

AND฀ THAT฀ WOMEN฀ NOW฀ MAKE฀ UP฀ A฀ GOOD฀

PERCENTAGE฀OF฀ THE฀WORKFORCE฀ IN฀OUR฀ LOCAL฀

WINERIES฀SHOWS฀A฀DYNAMIC฀CHANGE฀IN฀SOCIETAL฀

ATTITUDES฀AND฀A฀ FORTUNATE฀ REALIZATION฀ THAT฀

WINE฀IS฀UNAVOIDABLY฀BECOMING฀PART฀OF฀THE฀

FABRIC฀OF฀OUR฀CULTURE�

)NTRODUCED฀TO฀THE฀WINE฀INDUSTRY฀BY฀"RUNO฀

$�!LFONSO฀IN฀THE฀EARLY฀��S�฀)฀FELL฀IN฀LOVE฀WITH฀

THE฀ COMMUNITY฀AND฀ THE฀ LIFESTYLE฀ THAT฀ THIS฀

INDUSTRY฀EMBRACES�฀9OU฀SEE�฀UNLIKE฀ALCOHOL฀IN฀

GENERAL�฀WINE฀IS฀A฀HOLISTIC฀VENTURE�฀ONE฀THAT฀

REVOLVES฀AROUND฀ FAMILY�฀ FRIENDS�฀ FOOD฀AND฀

CONVERSATION�฀)N฀THE฀ABSENCE฀OF฀ANY฀OF฀THESE฀

ELEMENTS�฀WINE฀CEASES฀TO฀BE฀THE฀THOUGHT


PROVOKING฀ENJOYMENT฀THAT฀IT฀IS�฀)T฀IS฀A฀SOCIAL฀

ENDEAVOR�฀A฀PASSION฀MEANT฀TO฀BE฀SHARED฀AND฀

EXPERIENCED฀WITH฀THE฀GREATER฀COMMUNITY฀OF฀

MANKIND�฀)T฀IS฀BECAUSE฀OF฀THIS฀EXPERIENCE฀AND฀

WORKING฀HARVEST฀AT฀3ANFORD฀7INERY฀WHILE฀

ATTENDING฀3ANTA฀"ARBARA฀#ITY฀#OLLEGE฀THAT฀

)฀PURSUED฀A฀CAREER฀AS฀A฀WINEMAKER�฀!FTER฀

COMPLETING฀MY฀DEGREE฀AT฀&RESNO฀3TATE�฀)฀WAS฀

FORTUNATE฀TO฀COME฀HOME฀AND฀LAND฀A฀JOB฀AS฀

ASSISTANT฀WINEMAKER฀AT฀#AMBRIA฀7INERY฀IN฀

3ANTA฀-ARIA�฀)฀LEFT฀IN฀����฀TO฀START฀+OEHLER฀

7INERY฀ON฀&OXEN฀#ANYON฀2OAD�฀$URING฀THIS฀

TIME฀)฀ALSO฀LAUNCHED฀MY฀OWN฀LABEL�฀#URRAN�฀

)฀WAS฀ THEN฀HIRED฀AS฀WINEMAKER฀ FOR฀3EA฀

3MOKE฀#ELLARS฀IN฀�����฀)฀NEVER฀IMAGINED฀THAT฀

)฀WOULD฀BE฀CRAFTING฀OUR฀ESTATE
GROWN฀0INOT฀

.OIRS฀IN฀THE฀TOWN฀OF฀,OMPOC�฀"OB฀$AVIDS�฀

3EA฀3MOKE�S฀OWNER�฀HAD฀BEEN฀WORKING฀FOR฀

SEVERAL฀YEARS฀ON฀ARCHITECTURAL฀PLANS฀FOR฀HIS฀

NEW฀WINERY฀SLATED฀TO฀BE฀BUILT฀ON฀PROPERTY฀HE฀

OWNED฀IN฀"UELLTON�฀7HILE฀TRAVELING฀ON฀A฀TRAIN฀

FROM฀0ARIS฀ TO฀$IJON฀ON฀A฀ RESEARCH฀MISSION฀

TO฀TASTE฀SOME฀OF฀&RANCE�S฀GREAT฀0INOT฀.OIRS฀

�REALLY�฀)฀WAS฀WORKING	�฀)฀VOICED฀CONCERN฀THAT฀

THE฀NEW฀WINERY฀WOULD฀NOT฀BE฀COMPLETED฀IN฀

TIME�฀"OB฀AGREED฀AND฀SUGGESTED฀THAT฀WE฀FIND฀

A฀WAREHOUSE฀TO฀BECOME฀OUR฀hTEMPORARYv฀

HOME฀ IF฀ CONSTRUCTION฀WAS฀NOT฀ COMPLETED฀

PRIOR฀TO฀HARVEST�฀)฀LOCATED฀SOME฀VACANT฀SPACE฀

IN฀-ORRIS฀3OBHANI�S฀ )NDUSTRIAL฀0ARK฀HERE฀ IN฀

,OMPOC�฀&AST฀FORWARD฀SIX฀YEARS�฀FIVE฀HARVESTS฀

AND฀NUMEROUS฀EXPANSIONS�฀AND฀3EA฀3MOKE฀

IS฀NOW฀AT฀HOME฀IN฀hTHE฀'HETTOv�

h4HE฀'HETTOv฀REFERS฀TO฀THE฀WINERIES฀LOCATED฀

IN฀ 3OBHANI�S฀ BUILDINGS�฀ 4HE฀ NAME฀ CAME฀

ABOUT฀ ONE฀ DAY฀ WHEN฀ SOMEONE฀ CALLED฀ ME฀

REQUESTING฀A฀CATERED฀LUNCH฀AND฀WINE฀TASTING�฀

)T฀WAS฀OBVIOUS฀THAT฀THEY฀HAD฀NEVER฀SEEN฀OUR฀

FACILITY฀AS฀IT฀WAS฀DURING฀A฀VERY฀COLD฀SPELL฀IN฀THE฀

MIDDLE฀OF฀WINTER�฀)T฀IS฀OFTEN฀COLDER฀INSIDE฀THE฀

CELLARS฀THAN฀OUTSIDE฀�฀GREAT฀FOR฀THE฀WINES฀

BUT฀NOT฀FOR฀OUR฀GUESTS฀OR฀THE฀WINEMAKERS�฀

)฀EXPLAINED฀THAT�฀UNLIKE฀MANY฀OTHER฀WINERIES�฀

WE฀DID฀NOT฀HAVE฀GUEST฀ FACILITIES฀ �NOT฀EVEN฀

HEATING�	฀ AND฀ THAT฀ OUR฀ WINERY฀ WAS฀ NOT฀

LOCATED฀IN฀A฀PICTURESQUE฀VINEYARD�฀)฀THOUGHT฀

THAT฀OUR฀ LOCATION฀WAS฀SOMETHING฀AKIN฀TO฀A฀

GHETTO�฀A฀GROUP฀OF฀WINEMAKERS฀�AFTER฀ALL�฀AN฀

ODD฀MINORITY฀OF฀ SOCIETY	฀HUDDLED฀ TOGETHER฀

IN฀METAL฀BUILDINGS฀PERFECTLY฀ FUNCTIONAL฀ FOR฀

WINEMAKING฀ BUT฀ NOT฀ CONDUCIVE฀ TO฀ FANCY฀
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OCCASIONS�฀)฀IMAGINED฀OUR฀GUESTS฀ARRIVING฀WITH฀

LINENS฀AND฀FINE฀CHINA�฀MOUNDS฀OF฀DELICIOUS฀

FOOD฀ AND฀ ELABORATE฀ CENTERPIECES�฀ BUT฀ NO฀

COATS�฀MITTENS฀OR฀EARMUFFS�฀

!T฀ LAST฀ COUNT�฀ THERE฀ WERE฀ ��฀ WINE฀

LABELS฀ PRODUCED฀ IN฀ THE฀ CITY฀ OF฀ ,OMPOC�฀

"ESIDES฀THOSE฀IN฀hTHE฀'HETTO�v฀SEVERAL฀ARE฀

NOW฀ LOCATED฀ OFF฀ #ENTRAL฀ !VENUE�฀ +NOWN฀

COLLECTIVELY฀ AS฀ THE฀ h7EST฀ %NDERS�v฀ THEY฀

INCLUDE฀h0INOT฀0RISONv฀AND฀h0INOT฀7EST�v฀

LOCATED฀IN฀INDUSTRIAL฀BUILDINGS฀AND฀MAKING฀

GREAT฀ WINES฀ EVEN฀ IF฀ THE฀ BUILDINGS฀ AREN�T฀

MUCH฀TO฀LOOK฀AT�฀7E฀ALL฀VALUE฀OUR฀PROXIMITY฀

TO฀OTHER฀WINERIES฀AND฀WINEMAKERS฀HERE฀IN฀

,OMPOC�฀7E฀CAN฀BORROW฀EQUIPMENT�฀ASK฀FOR฀

AND฀OFFER฀ADVICE฀AND�฀BEST฀OF฀ALL�฀GATHER฀TO฀

SHARE฀AMAZING฀MEALS�฀GREAT฀CONVERSATIONS฀

�EVEN฀IF฀WE฀HAVE฀FRIENDLY฀DISAGREEMENTS฀OVER฀

WINEMAKING฀ PHILOSOPHIES	฀ AND฀ FABULOUS฀

WINES�฀7HAT฀MORE฀CAN฀YOU฀ASK�

4HERE฀ IS฀ SOMETHING฀ UNIQUE฀ ABOUT฀ OUR฀

AREA�฀ ,OMPOC฀ IS฀ CLOSE฀ TO฀ THE฀ 3TA�฀ 2ITA฀

(ILLS฀ !6!฀ �!MERICAN฀ 6ITICULTURAL฀ !REA	�฀ A฀

SPECIFIC฀WINEGROWING฀REGION฀RECOGNIZED฀BY฀

THE฀!LCOHOL�฀4OBACCO฀AND฀4RADE฀"UREAU฀IN฀

�����฀)N฀THIS฀COOL฀GROWING฀REGION�฀SOME฀OF฀

THE฀FINEST฀0INOT฀.OIRS฀AND฀#HARDONNAYS฀ARE฀

PRODUCED�฀ 7INERY฀ AND฀ VINEYARD฀ OWNERS�฀

MANY฀OF฀ THEM฀WINEMAKERS฀ FROM฀,OMPOC�฀

LAUNCHED฀THE฀3TA�฀2ITA฀(ILLS฀7INE฀'ROWERS฀

!LLIANCE฀SEVERAL฀YEARS฀AGO฀TO฀PROMOTE฀THEIR฀

WINES฀THROUGH฀CONSUMER฀EDUCATION�฀

2ECENTLY฀ 32(7'!฀ COLLABORATED฀ ON฀

h7INE฀ AND฀ &IRE�฀ )GNITING฀ THE฀ 0ASSION�v฀ A฀

TWO
DAY฀EVENT฀AT฀,A฀0URISIMA฀-ISSION฀AND฀

2ANCHO฀,A฀6I×A�฀2OB฀$AFOE�S฀h&ROM฀'ROUND฀

TO฀ 'LASSv฀ WAS฀ SCREENED฀ AT฀ THE฀ -ISSION฀

#HURCH฀ON฀&RIDAY฀NIGHT�฀ FOLLOWING฀A฀WINE฀

AND฀ WOOD
FIRED฀ PIZZA฀ RECEPTION฀ COURTESY฀

OF฀ !MERICAN฀ &LATBREAD�฀ 'UESTS฀ NIBBLED฀

ON฀ PIZZAS฀ AND฀ SIPPED฀ WINE฀ WHILE฀ LOCAL฀

WINEMAKERS฀ AND฀ VINEYARD฀ OWNERS฀ TALKED฀

ABOUT฀THEIR฀VINEYARDS�฀WINES฀AND฀THE฀REGION�฀

/N฀ 3ATURDAY฀ EVERYONE฀ MET฀ AT฀ 2ANCHO฀ ,A฀

6I×A฀ TO฀ATTEND฀ FORMAL฀ TASTINGS฀HOSTED฀BY฀

32(7'!฀MEMBERS�฀4HESE฀hSEMINARS฀IN฀THE฀

ROUNDv฀GAVE฀GUESTS฀AN฀OPPORTUNITY฀TO฀LEARN฀

ABOUT฀OUR฀RELATIVELY฀NEW฀WINE฀REGION�฀WITH฀

PANELS฀OF฀SIX฀WINEMAKERS฀ ROTATING฀AMONG฀

FOUR฀TENTS�฀4HE฀AFTERNOON฀WAS฀TOPPED฀OFF฀BY฀

LUNCH฀FROM฀.EW฀7EST฀CATERING�฀3PIT
ROASTED฀

LAMB฀AND฀ROASTED฀#UBAN฀PORK฀WERE฀SERVED฀

WITH฀SALADS฀OF฀LOCALLY฀GROWN฀PRODUCE�฀SUCH฀

AS฀HEIRLOOM฀TOMATOES฀FROM฀4UTTI฀&RUTTI฀&ARMS฀

AND฀2ANCHO฀,A฀6I×A�฀WALNUTS฀FROM฀2ANCHO฀

,A฀6I×A฀AND฀WALNUT฀OILS฀FROM฀,A฀.OGALERA�฀

A฀GROUP฀OF฀LOCAL฀WALNUT฀GROWERS฀PRODUCING฀

OILS฀ FROM฀ THEIR฀ OWN฀ FRUIT�฀ 4HE฀ 32(7'!฀

MEMBERS฀MINGLED฀WITH฀ THE฀GUESTS฀DURING฀

LUNCH�฀ CATCHING฀ UP฀ WITH฀ OLD฀ FRIENDS฀ AND฀

MAKING฀NEW฀ONES�฀!฀BEAUTIFUL฀DAY฀OVERALL�

฀4HE฀3TA�฀2ITA฀(ILLS฀!6!฀ENCOMPASSES฀MORE฀

THAN฀������฀ACRES�฀ LESS฀ THAN฀ FIVE฀PERCENT฀

OF฀ WHICH฀ IS฀ PLANTED�฀ !S฀ WINES฀ FROM฀ THIS฀

REGION฀CONTINUE฀TO฀RECEIVE฀HIGH฀ACCOLADES฀

WORLDWIDE�฀WE฀WILL฀SEE฀THE฀PLANTED฀ACREAGE฀

INCREASE�฀4HIS฀GIVES฀,OMPOC฀THE฀OPPORTUNITY฀

TO฀ BE฀ HOME฀ TO฀ EVEN฀ MORE฀ WORLD
CLASS฀

WINERIES�฀ 7E฀ ARE฀ BECOMING฀ A฀ VITAL฀ PART฀

OF฀ THE฀ ECONOMY฀ AND฀ THE฀ COMMUNITY฀ OF฀

,OMPOC�฀ WHICH฀ HAS฀ DONE฀ AN฀ ABOUT
FACE฀

FROM฀ ITS฀ ORIGINS฀ AS฀ A฀ TEMPERANCE฀ COLONY�฀

3TRANGELY฀ ENOUGH�฀ WHILE฀ ATTENDING฀ #35&฀

)฀ RESEARCHED฀ THE฀ ECONOMIC฀ DEVELOPMENT฀

OF฀ ,OMPOC฀AND฀WAS฀ASKED฀ TO฀PREDICT฀ THE฀

MAJOR฀COMPONENTS฀OF฀ ITS฀ FUTURE฀ECONOMIC฀

POSSIBILITIES�฀ .EVER฀ IN฀ MY฀ WILDEST฀ DREAMS฀

DID฀ )฀ SEE฀WINERIES�฀ ESPECIALLY฀MY฀OWN�฀ AS฀

PART฀OF฀THE฀GROWING฀ECONOMY฀OF฀,OMPOC�฀

4HAT฀ IRONY฀ IS฀ DEFINITELY฀ NOT฀ LOST฀ ON฀ ME�฀

+RIS฀#URRAN฀IS฀THE฀WINEMAKER฀FOR฀3EA฀3MOKE฀
#ELLARS฀AND฀#URRAN฀7INES�

!BOVE�฀3EA฀3MOKE฀#ELLARS฀VINEYARD฀IN฀3TA�฀2ITA฀(ILLS�

,EFT�฀h#HICKS฀ON฀,IFTSv฀n฀7INEMAKER฀+RIS฀#URRAN฀IN฀THE฀DRIVER�S฀SEAT฀
ALONG฀WITH฀OTHER฀WINEMAKERS฀�FROM฀LEFT฀TO฀RIGHT	฀+AREN฀3TEINWACHS�฀
+ATHY฀*OSEPH�฀$EBORAH฀(ALL�฀#HRYSTAL฀#LIFTON฀AND฀,ORNA฀+REUTZ�3TEPHEN฀0ALM

ER
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